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placing me under ſo auſpicious a Government; as is 


ſmoothly fail in is more richly laden. 


8 I 


14 


chat of his preſent Majeſty. Under his Protection 
every Right I have from God and Nature is pre- 
ſerved to me inviolable ; and I can look around me, 
and have the Pleaſure of beholding a whole Com- 
munity poſſeſſed of all the Advantages of Society, 
and all the Means of Happineſs, And it touches 


all the Springs of Horror within me to exchange, 
but in Idea, the great Bleſſings of my Religion and 


Liberty, for the Servility of a Subjection to a Popiſh 
Pretender, whom Hell and Rome have taught the 
Inſolence to aſpire to the Crown of Britain, —A 


Crown, which all the Authority of the Nation has 


placed upon the Head that deſervedly wears it, and 
which tlie Inclination and the Power of the Britiſb 


People, in Conformity to that Authority, is (and I 
hope will be) determin'd to maintain there. 


1 thank God from my very Heart, that I have 
not now ſo ſad an Exchange ſet before me; but can 


look upon the Danger as a thing that is paſt ; and 
can talk it over with a Friend in this agreeable 
Calm, with a Satisfaction, as much more exalted 


than that of Ship's Company when they have juſt 
eſcaped from a Storm, as the Ship we now fo 


This, you know, Sir, is a Subject which we have 


often expatiated upon together with Delight; and 


while we have reoiced at the Re-eſtabliſhment of 


the public Tranquility, we have been willing to 


pleaſe ourſelves with the Imagination of a general 
Concurrence in this Foy, on an Occaſion which we 


eſteem ſo juſt and ſo important; and have moſt rea- 
ſonably 
been united in ſo dreadful a Danger, and ſo happy 


thought and expected, that (after having 


a Deliverance) all our other Differences would have 
been ſwallowed up and loſt. Surely, we have been 
ready to ſay, No Pariy-Diſtinktion will ever more di- 
vide the Inhabitants of Great Britain; but that be- 
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Tn tween the Friends and Enemies of his moſt Excellent 


| Majeſty King George, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion : 
And even this too we might have expected to have 
ſeen an End of, when Rebellion was ſo totally de- 
feated, and the Mercy of that Government that had 
been ſo unreaſonably and inſolently attacked, was 
atteſted by ſo many unparallell'd Examples, amidſt 
the few Monuments of its Juſtice, 

But, it ſeems, the Event has not yet anſwered 
theſe ExpeCtations. Many of thole Diſſentions and 
Animoſities which we hoped to have ſeen extin- 
guiſhed, are ſtill ſubſiſting; and Diſloyalty and 
Diſaffection are not yet aſhamed to ſhew their 
Heads, in a Manner which brings to my Remem- 
brance the Speech of Satan to Beelzebub : * 


— What tho" the Field be loſt ? 
All is not loſt ; th* unconquerable Will, 
And Study of Revenge, immortal Hate 
And Courage never to ſubmit or yield: 
* (And what is elſe not to be overcome) 
That Glory never fhall his Wrath or Might 
Extort from me — — 
Conſult how wwe may henceforth moſt offend 
Our Enemy, our cn Loſs how repair 
How overcome this dire Calamity, 
What Reinforcement we may gain from Hope; 
of not, what Reſolution from Deſpair. 
Milton's Paradiſe Loſt. B. 1. 


Since ſo much of this old Spirit {till appears, in 


7 | - -Spight of all Diſcouragement, I can't but admit 


that your Complaint upon this Head is far from 
being without Foundation. But there is one Thing 
againſt which I muſt beg Leave to enter my Proteſt, 
viz. That this Miſchief is juſily to be charged upon the 
Church of England, And it is the Purpoſe of this 
Letter to wipe off ſo injurious an Aſperſion caſt 


#6) | 
upon the moſt venerable, as well as the moſt hunie- 


rous, Body amongſt us, for the Conduct of a few, 
that have no other Title to call themſelves Chanh- | 


men, than becauſe they aſſume a Character to pro- 


phane it. However the wicked Preſumption of 
ſome Men may have connected the Church and bad 
Meaſures againſt the Government and its Friends, I 
can undertake to prove, that this is an unaccounta- 
ble Arrangement of very inconſiſtent Things. And 
this, Sir, 1 ſhail attempt by maintaining that 
there is a real and evident Diſtinction between a true 
Churchman and the High-Church- Partizan. And 
indeed it is ſo material to diſtinguiſh between them, 
that I don't at all wonder that you was ſo much at a 
Loſs in vindicating the Church of England, properly 
ſo called, while you admitted thoſe as belonging to 
it, who are falſe to all its beſt Intereſts, and betray 
it, as Judas did his Maſter, with a Kiſs, Whereas 
by the Help of this Diſtinction, and by diſowning 
and diſcarding ſuch a factious Set of Men, you will 
find that Vindication eaſy, which, I will be bold to 
ſay, will be impracticable any other Way. 
HFaving aſſerted that there is a real and ſo mate- 
rial a Diſtinction between them, I ſhall endeavour to 
point out to you their different Characters; which 


when you ſhall have vicw'd in Oppoſition to each 8 


other, you will immediately perceive that (notwith- 
ſtanding the Zeal they expreſ for the Church upon 
all but "worthy Occalions) the High- Flyers have no 
better Title to that of Churchmen than a Company of 
Lunaticks have to that of wiſe, ſober- minded, and rea- 
ſonable Creatures; and that it would be equally un- 
juſt and abſurb to impute the Diſtraction of the One 
to the Other in both Caſes. | 

A genuine Churchman, Sir, 1s a true Engliſhman, 
a true Chriſtian, and a true Proteſtant. by 

A genuine Member of the Church of England is, 1 
1 lay, and can be no other, than a true e Engiiſoman 1 


"C9 . 


—ahearty Friend to the Conſtitution of England, 
the Nature of which is a limited Monarchy; wherein, 
by Original Contrast, the ſupreme Power was di- 
vided between King, Lords, and Commons. Every 
Part of this Conſtitution hath its diſtinct Rights. 
The Crown hath the Execution of the Laws; the 
Lords are the higheſt Court of Juſtice; and the 
Commons the Repreſentatives of the People. This is 
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eſtabliſhed ; and this the Frame of Government 


A Frame of Government wherein the Laws are the 
common Meaſure of the Regal Power, and the Sub- 
Jef's Obedience. This Ballance the true Engl;/hman 
wiſhes to ſee kept inviolable ; and when he looks 
back upon ſuch a Period, as that before the Revo- 
lution (when the peculiar Rights of one Part were 
invaded by another, and the Conſtitution became in 
ſuch imminent Danger of being ſubverted) he is at 
no Difficulty to determine which ought, in ſo ex- 
traordinary a Juncture, to be let aſide, the Invader 
or the Conſtitution, He is a ſteady Friend to Go- 
vernment, yields a hearty Ailegiance to his Prince, 
and is ſubject for Conſcience Sake. But when 
Power, in the Hands of any, has been employed to 
the Hurt of thoſe for whoſe Good it was placed 
there, he does not think that the Lords and Com- 


ſign themſelves up to Violence and Oppreſſion. 
Nor can he ſee that they ought to have been paſſive, 
without Limitation in their Obedience, under ſuch 
national Grievances, as the Laws and Conſtitution 


ral Expreſſions in St. Paul's Epiſtles, as well as in 
| the Laws and Homilies of the Church of England, 
Which ſeem univerſally to forbid Reſiſtance : But theſe 
he underſtands to be only Rules of the civil Obedi- 


that wiſe Ballance of Power which our Anceſtors 


which has been tranſmitted down to us to this Day : 


mons, and People of England, were obliged to re- 


of his Country condemned, and as were capable of 
Redreſs and Remedy. He finds indeed ſome gene- 


ence 


"I 
ence of the Subje to the legal Adminiſtration of 
Power in ordinary Cafes, and ſuch as cannot be con- 
{tru'd to extend to the Caſe of a People deſcribed by 
the Vote of Abdication, For in that Vote it was de- 
clared by both Houſes of Parliament, that Ning 
James II. had endeavoured to ſubvert the Conſtitution 
of the Kingdom, by breaking the original Contratt be- 
tween King and People, and by Advice of Jeſuits and 
other wicked Perſons, had violated the fundamental 
Laws of this Kingdom, &c. * 55 

On this great Occaſion, Sir, the Body of the 
Clergy of the Church ot England united with the 


Laiety in that glorious Stand againſt the Encroach- 


ments which were then making; ſo that it was en- 
tered into the Journal of the Houſe of Commons, + 
That the unanimous Thanks of the Houſe was given 
Nemine Contradicente, 10 the Clergy of the Church 
of England, for the great Services they had done for 
#heir Religion and Country, by the Oppoſition they had 
made to the Execution of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, 
and their refuſing to read the King's Declaration ; 
which was then founded upon the diſpenſing Power. 
This Entry is a ſtanding Monument of the ſteady 
Adherence of that venerable Body to the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, in which Proviſion is made for ſecuring 
the Allegiance of Subjects to the Crown, conſiſtently 
with the Rights of a free People : Rights, 
which by Magna Charta, and many ſubſequent De- 
clarations, are molt unqueſtionably the inviolable 
Inheritance of Britons. As ſuch they have con- 
ſtantly been claimed both in and out of Parliament 


* Upon the 29th of Jan. 1688, a Meſſage was brought from 


the Commons by Mr. Hambden and others, declaring the 


Commons had paſſed this Vote, and deſired the Lords Concur- 


rence, and on the zoth of January it was conſidered by their 


Lordſhips, Paragraph by Paragraph, and afterwards agreed to, 
without any Amendment, 1 | 
+ Feb. 1. 1688, 


(as 
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1 me is abundantly evident by. all Antiquity, Hiſto- 
| ries, and Records) againſt any Power on Earth that 
ſhould at any Time aſſume a Right to extort them 
from us, Give me leave to add to this Account 
of our Conſtitution, that a King of Zxg/and, in his 
J | Coronation Oath, is required ſolemnly to promiſe and 
.Y ad, to govern the People of this Kingdom of Eng- 
1 land, and the Dominions thereto belonging, according 
1 70 'he Statutes in Parliament agreed on, and the Laws 
7 and Cuſtoms of the ſame. This, Sir, is the ature of the 
; | Conſtitution, and to this the true Proteſtant Church 


4 has been ak 87706 XY 
But the High- Church 8 are Enemies to 
this Conſtitution, maintaining Tenets directly ſub- 
1 ve rſive of our old Foundation, and ſuch as render 
1 Liberty, and Life, precarious and depen- 
dant upon the Caprice of any one that ſhould think 
fit to invade them. Such are their exploded Doc- 
* trines of undefeafible and unalienable, divine and here- 


and Liberty, which no Neceſſity nor Incapacity can in- 


abſolute Non-Reſiſtance, and unconditional, unli- 


q 3 mited paſſive Obedience to a limited Power and 


Authority: a Doctrine as abſurd as Tranſub- 
ſtantiation; as inconſiſtent with Liberty as it is 
ſhocking to Common Senſe; and which has been 
the Means of enſlaving a great Part of the World, 
ſince the Time of the Impoſtor Mahanet, che firſt: 


Si Rex partem lakers ſummi Imperii, partem alteram Po- 
1 | Pulus, aut Senatus, Regi in partem non ſuam involanti vis juſta 
=. opponi poterit, quia catenus Imperium non habet: Quod lo- 
cum habere cenſeo, etiamſi dictum. Sit Belli poteſtatem penes 
1 Regem fore; id enim de Bello externo intelligendum eſt. cum 
: 2 | alioquin Quiſquis Imperii ſummi partem habeat, non poſſit non 
Ka habere eam partem tuendi. 

\ Grotzus de Jure B. & P. Lib, I. C. 4. Sect. 13. 


B | Broacher 


ditary Right to govern by Prerogative againſt Law 


validate; and, which compleats that fatal Syſtem, 


ſora rr 


. 
E oe 2,47 ̃᷑ ͤub rerro—_—_ E: r - 


10 
1 
* 
iz! 
7 
1 


— 


N 


5 pans vr" 


* 
——— —- — 


1 
: 
{i 
'S 
: 1 
J 
4 
£ 
| 
* 
* 
5 
5 
8 
=” 
5 


* . 


retained; and the Abſurdity and the Treaſon of 
5 W. 7 | . 
dem will be moſt apparent, when it ſhall be con- 


deſerved, than it is now by his preſent Majeſty. 


Oaths owe him Allegiance ; his Right and Title 


Religion of his Subjects; and his Clemency has 


* 
$ 
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| Broacher of it. Theſe, Sir, are Sanctions of Ty. 


ranny and Oppreſſion, and the grand Supports of 
deſpotic Power: And if theſe Principles had been 
generally imbib'd and proceeded upon, the Revo- MW 
lution by King William of glorious Memory had 
been precluded ; and theſe would have been the in- 
diffoluble Rivets of that intolerable Yoke, which 
was then about to be faſtened upon the Necks of 
a free People. Of this, Sir, the Gentlemen of this 
Stamp are fo ſenfible, that it is for the deteſtablee 
Purpoſe of arraigning and condemning that Work, 
and our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment conſequent 
upon it, that theſe laviſh Principles are any where 


fidered how the Advocates for them behaved in the 
late open Rebellion, in Oppoſition to the united 
Voice of King, Lords, and Commons. Then the 
Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance was peculiarly feaſon- 
able, neceſſary to be inculcated with the warmeſt 
Zeal, and highly agreeable to Reaſon, Religion, 
and the Conſtitution : But then the Lips of theſe 


| Men were, as it were, ſealed up; and their ſullen 


Silence diſcovered the Mortification they received at 
reading or hearing thoſe Lectures flowing from the 
Pens, or the Mouths of others, with Views very 
3 to what they were wiſhing to have pu- 
ued. 


Submiſſion and Obedience, Sir, was never more 
He is a known Branch of King Jaues's Family,; 
his Right of Succeſſion has been confirmed by dif 
ferent Princes, and different Parliaments ; and 7 
Lords and Commons, Clergy and Laity, by their 


he has never forfeited by ſtretching his Prerogative py 
againſt Law, to the Prejudice of the Property or 
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been exerciſed (amongſt his other princely Virtues) 


3X with reſpe&t to him, with theſe Gentlemen; is a 
Duty which may be diſpenſed with; nay, ought 
to be ſer aſide: And unlimited Obedience is only 
for the Service of their Pretender ta the Crown, in 
X whoſe Hand an unbounded Power to do Miſchief, 
may in their Judgment, it ſeems, be more proper- 
ly plac'd. And indeed who would not conclude 
2 (from his known Diſpoſition, and the School in 
> which he has been inſtructed) that he would make 


in the mean Time, ſhall we think of the Men 
who are wont to apply the worſt of Poſitions to the 
vVorſt of Purpoſes? And ſuch, I am ſure, you will 


what was done at the Revolution in Oppoſition to 
ibis High-Church Doctriue, when the Nation was 
reduced to the utmoſt Neceſſity of acting counter 
tctWo it. Would they not in ancient Rome, or Athens, 
have been deemed Enemies to their Country? Have 
not theſe very Men had an indelible Brand of In- 
famy ſet upon them by the grand Inqueſt of the 
Nation? And have not the Declarations of theſe 
baſe Tenets been deſervedly ſentenced to be burnt 
by the Hands of the common Hangman, by all 


= Denomination he aſſumes ; unleſs a true Church- 
man may be an Enemy to the national Conſtitution, 
2 Stranger to Patriotiſm (which in all civilized Na- 
tions has been eſteemed a Cardinal Virtue) and not 
only without the Love of his Country, but in an 
W | Intereſt oppoſite to it. | 

WVAnd yet theſe Men, Sir, are fond of wearing 


and while, as far as they are able, they clog the 
Wheels of Government, and indiſcriminately op- 


even towards the Rebellious. But Non-Reſiſtance 


as liberal a Uſe of it as any Man living? But what 


give me Leave to call that, which would ſet aſide 


f 1 the united Authority of it? The High-Church 
Jacobite then can have no juſt Pretenſions to the 


the Maſk of Patriotiſm to conceal their Malignity; 


( 12) 

poſe all the Meaſures of the King and Adwminiſtra- 
tion; they have the Front to call themſelves the 
Country Intereſt. But we know, Sir, the Country, 
whoſe Intereſt it is their Aim to promote, is not 
our own ; for what have they ever done to ſerve 
the true Intereſt of Great Britain? And what that 
tended io its Prejudice, when they cou'd do it 
with Impunity, have they ever left unattempred ? 
1 hall not enlarge any farther in drawing in 
Oppoſition and Contraſt the Characters of true 
Churchmen and the high-flying Zealots, fo far as 
relates to our happy Frame of Government. This 
the latter have the Mortification to fee ſtanding 
upon its old Bottom; and, I hope, what I have 
ſaid will be accepted as a full Defence of the for- 
mer, againſt any Miſrepreſentation and Reproach, 
which may unreaſonably be imputed to them on 
account of ſo unconſtitutional a Faction. A Set 
of Men, who in Profeſhon and Pretence are of the 
Church of England; but, in reality, are for ſetting 
up ſuch a Scheme of a Church, as is more conſo- 
nant, than that which 1s eſtabliſhed by Law, with 
that arbitrary Government, which they are ſo bent 
upon introducing into the State. 

Having conſidered, and compared them as Eng- 
liſhmen, I ſhall next conſider em in the View of 
Chriſtians, And here, Sir, with reſpect to that 
real Religion, which conſiſts in the true Chriſtian 
Belief and Practice, it is a Thing, which Higb- 
Church, as ſuch, has but little Concern in: Inſo- 
much that, if we were left to judge from the Tem- 
per and the Behaviour of their greateſt Zealots 


what Church they were of; and could find any 


among us where a general Licence was given to 
all the Madneſs and Exceſs of Drunkenneſs, De- 
bauchery, and Profaneneſs, we ſhould be at no Dif- 
| ficulty to range them there. But leaſt we ſhould 
beata Loſs to find out ſuch a Society bearing the 
I Name 
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Name to receive em (after crying out the Church, 
and then repeating a little louder he Church) at 
length they try to make us underſtand their Mean- 
ing, by roaring out High-Church for ever. With 


this Cry the common People have been miſerably 


practiſed upon : And you have heard, Sir, (as who 
has not ?) great Numbers of Wretches that have 


been moſt abandoned to Vice and Folly, curſe and 


ſwear, and bully for the Church, to whom all 
Churches, as to real Religion, are alike, and by 
whom there is not any Church, but what would 
be diſcredited and ſcandalized, and bluſh to have 
it ſaid, ſhe deemed and countenanced theſe for her 
Members—and eſpecially for her Advocates. Real- 


ly, Sir, I feel ſomething of Compaſſion mingling 


with my Indignation, when I conſider how unwor- 


thily ſo ſacred a Name has been proſtituted ; and 
to what a Pitch of Folly and Extravagance ſome 


poor Creatures have been wrought up by the wic- 
ked Arts of their hot-headed Leaders; at whoſe 
Door a great Part of the Fault is to be charged, 
that they are not wiſer and better Men. Were I 
to draw the Picture of theſe kind of People, I know 


not where I could find a more proper Original to 


repreſent them, than a Jacobite Champion, who, at 
Corner of a Church, let thoſe about' him know, 
what Church he would be underſtood to mean by 
a demonſtrative Stroke with his Stick againſt the 


Thou dear damn'd Bitch, I will ſtand by thee as long 


4 I have Breath in my Body. This was ſpoke 


and acted ſo full in Character, and fo expreſſive of 


the Spirit, the Ignorance, and the Rant of the 
Party, that I think, had the Fellow been qualified 
in other Reſpects, he might well have been choſen . 
to repreſent the whole Body in Parliament; and 
therefore I perſuade myſelf, you will forgive my 

| men- 


an Election in a Midland County, ſtanding at the 


Wall, attended with this very Ggnificant Saying, / 
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mentioning this Inſtance, tho* from your own Ob- 


ſervation you may be able to match it with great 


Numbers as ſenſeleſs and ridiculous. For indeed 
their general Conduct too fully juſtifies their Title 
to the Denomination of Tories“ A Name 
© firſt given to Iriſþ Robbers, who lived upon 


e Plunder, or were prepared for any daring or 


“ villainous Enterprize. 

But what, Sir, has the Church of England to 
anſwer for on the Score of theſe Follies and Vices ? 
She has Numbers and Names of Weight and 
Worth to boaſt, of modern, as well as ancient 
Dare, that deſerve to be had in Reputation : Tho? 
therefore many profeſſedly in her Communion bid 
Defiance to all the Laws of Chriſtian Piety and 
Virtue z yet her Principles ought not to be re- 


proached merely on account of the ill Characters 
or Conduct of thoſe who reputedly embrace them: 


Since it is evident that theſe Practices (far from 
being warranted by the Eſtabliſhment) are ſuch as 


every true Churchman will diſclaim and lament, 


Is it any Wonder, Sir, that in a National Eſta- 


bliſhment (however excellent) there ſhould be great 


Numbers of no Principle, and of Principles that 
are worſe than none? There are a large Number 
of Churchmen that are no otherwiſe of the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, than becauſe they 
live in a Country, where the Church fo denomi- 
nated is eſtabliſhed, and her Doctrines and Modes 
moſt publickly received and profeſſed : And the 
Form of their Religion is ſo little Matter of their 
Choice and Enquiry, that were they to be tranſ- 


planted into another Country, they would change 
their Religion with their Climate, and join the louder | 


Cry for that which they ſhoulil find moſt in Vogue. 
And there is no queſtion but the ſecular Profits, 
and legal Rights and Power of the Church have 
been the Means of detaining within her * 

els 
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fidels and Debauchees, that are not only ſecret but 


avowed Enemies to Chriſtianity itſelf, upon which 
her Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſkip are profeſſed- 


Iy founded. The Conſequence of this is, that, if 
theſe Men had Opportunity of exchanging to Ad- 


vantage, and could get a Church eſtabliſhed, where- 
in they might hope for an Enlargement of Power 
and Emoluments, together with a Sanctuary for their 
Crimes and Vices, it is eaſy to ſee that (Conſcience 


| taving no Hold of them) all the grand Characte- 


riſticks of the Church of England muſt give Way 
to any other, be it as corrupt as it may; and if 
they will be conſiſtent with themſelves, muſt ſoon- 
eſt yield to that which is moſt corrupt. Pope- 
&« ry, ſays an ingenious Writer,“ has long uſed the 
accurſed Policy of accommodating itſelf, as to 
ſome Men's Ambition, ſo to all Men's Vices. 
How well does it ſuit a Libertine to hear of a 
religious Project that offers an Expedient to re- 
concile a lewd and vicious Life with the Hopes 
* of eternal Happineſs? to hear they may eſcape the 
« Sentence and Condemnation of God's Law, by 
the ſame Methods of Intereſt or Money, in which it 
is to be feared they have often eluded the Laws of 
their Country? And tho? from their own Actions 
have Reaſon to fear all the Judgments. 
threatened by God's Law, they may yet have 
what Stock of Merit they pleaſe in the Pope's 
general Bank, and fully ſecure their laſt Chance, 
by Pardons, Indulgences, Abſolutions, and Ex- 
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would not join in the Cry for High-Church, 
Popery and the Pretender, when they bring with 
em the admirable Secret of aſſigning to the 


** lewd Woman the Chaſtity of a Nun? No won- 


by The Author of an Addreſs to Magiſtrates, with Relation 
te the Söcieties for Reformation of Manners, = 
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treme Unctions. What Rake, or what Strumpet 


Rake the Devotion of an Anchoret, and to the 


et, DIAM . 
_ 5 2 — 
= r — = 


Y - : — — 
. roo 


. RE ak wh 
der ſuch Perſons fill the Cry of, No Hanoverians, 


© no Low-Church, They would be as ready to 


« cry, No Hereſy, no Proteſtant : For there is no 
« greater Hereſy to them than a Doctrine which 
requires Purity of E and virtuous Ac- 
W 

Io in Sr it 18 moſt evident, chit however 
the Simplicity of the lower Claſs may have- been 
abuſed, Popery 1s the true Point to which our High- 
Church Faction is driving; and if you obſerve, 
Sir, the Steps which - it 1s taking this Way, you 
will perceive its direct Oppoſition to the Church of 
England, as a Society founded upon the Principles 
of Proteſtantiſm and the Reformation. Here I 
would beg Leave to aſk what Church that can be 
that the High-Church Cry 1s rais'd for? Is it not 
notoriouſly a Church that was nuns nd by the 
Revolution, and to be eſtabliſhed by another ? Is it 
not a Church which in the Judgment of its Ad- 
vocates, would be beſt ſuited with a Popiſh Pre- 
tender at its Head? And for the effecting which, 
all the well affected to the preſent Government in 
the Church of England as well as out of it, are run 
down, while ſuch are to be cried up who avow 
the Cauſe and Perſon of a Pretender, or at leaſt 
are ready to aſſiſt thoſe that do fo, by oppoling 
the Meaſures of his Majeſty's Adminiſtration ? 
Men of diſtinguiſhed and approved Loyalty to 
their King, Men of Character and Capacity to ſerve 
the true Intereſt of their Country, Men of Probity 
and Honour, and of unſuſpected Attachment to 
the Church of England as by Law eſtabliſhed, you 
ſhall find Papiſts, Nonjurors, Jacobites, and High- 
Flyers, uniting all their Strength to oppoſe ; and 


you can't fo ſoon forget, Sir, from what Quarter, 
and in what Form the Oppoſition appeared, which 


was -lately made to the brave Captain your Friend. 
In * a Character, that of the Eng- 
3 1 omar 
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man and the Scholar, the Chriſtian and the Pro- 
teſtant, were moſt happily united: But his conſtant 


and Virtues, were not ſufficient to entitle him to the 


FDenomination of a Churchman in the Senſe of High. 


C burch: And what can be a plainer Indication than 
this, that it can't be underſtood of the Church ot 
Mngland as by Law eſtabliſhed, but of ſome other 
Church, to which thoſe that are the Ornaments of 
ours are not admitted to belong; but are treated 
s if every Attempt to vindicate the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Civil Liberties of Great Britain 
were 1pſo facto, a ſacrilegious Attempt to deſtroy 
it? Theſe Men, Sir, if they meant ours by High- 
Church, would never be ſo laviſh of its Credit and 
its Honours, as to exclude from it its worthieſt 
Members and range them amongſt the Preſiyte 
Fians. When therefore with theſe Sticklers for a 
Church the Candidate was a Preſbyterian, and they 
had fixed this, as they have done without all De- 
wxtency, as a Brand of Reproach upon all the No- 
3 bility and Gentlemen, and Clergy too, that were 
n his Intereſt, this amounts to more than a Proof 
hat they don't acknowledge the known Members 
pf che Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſhec], 
Jo be of that high-flying Church at which they are 
"Wrming and it is likewife ſuch a Compliment to 
the Preſbyterians, as I would charitably hope they 
pave too much Modeſty to receive; as, it is cer- 
gain, Truth and Juſtice to itſelf will never ſuffer 
e Church of England to make it. N 
The Fact, Sir, is, The Church of Hngland, as 
Poleſtant, is as obnoxious to a High: Eher, as are 
oteſtants of other different Perſuaſions; whereas 
his eſſential Characteriſtick of the true Church of 


eeland (as is moſt obvious to obſerve) is not at 


2 all 


iiſeman and the Churchman, that of the Gentle- 


Attendance on publick Worſhip according to our 
W eſtabliſhed Forms, with all his other Qualifications - 
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_ vigorous Endeavours of Luther and others, the 


Corruptions brought into Religion, and on that 1 
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all included in that Scheme of a Church which theſe| 
hot-headed Partizans have contrived in their 
Brains. 
Tou know, Sir, whence the Appellation of Prote. 
ſtant took its Original. A conſiderableProgreſs having 
been made in the Reformation in Germany by the 


Emperor Charles V. at the Pope's Inſtigation, ſum. 
moned a Diet at Spire to paſs a Decree, in order 3 
to put an effectual Stop to any farther Advances, I | 
Againſt this Decree fix Princes and fourteen free Citie ? 4 

Proteſted; and from that public Proteſt (as 7. buans 
tells us) the Name of Proteſtant was ſoon extended to I 
all others, who profeſſed a Deſire of reforming the! | | , 


account ſeparated from the Church of Rome *. The 
common Rule of the Religion of a Proteſtant i 80 
the Law and the Teſtimony; and his great Prin & | 
Ciples are that the Scriptures are a ſufficient and 
perfect Rule of Faith and religious Worſhip and 
Practice; ſo that whatever Uſages or Opinion 1 
have obtained and been received, they are to be 
brought and tried by this Touch: ſtone; and as 
they are found agreeable or diſagreeing ck hee 9 
ſacred Records, to be either retained or diſcarded. 
For this Purpoſe, every Man is with Sincerity an 
Application to make Uſe of the Advantages th 
are afforced him in his Enquiries after the Truth and 
Will of God; and governing his own Profeſſion 10 
Practice by theReſult of theſe, is obliged to leave ever, 
other Man to the ſame free and impartial Uſe of 8 
his Underſtanding and his Bible, as that to which, 
he believes, he himſelf has a moſt unconteſtabe 
Claim. Theſe, Sir, are the general eee 1 
upon which the illuſtrious Proteſters proceeded, "| ; 
which all conſiſtent Proteſtants are agreed in, n 4 
departing from the Corruptions of Popery 1n their 


Character of a Proteſtant, p. 7. Thuan. Hiſt. Lib. «| A 
Ee diffe- 
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{197 . 
different Meaſures, according to the Degree in 
which they have apprehended it to have apoſtatized 
from real Chriſtianity. „ 
| But High-Church, Sir, is a Church at Enmity 
with the Reformation and theſe Proteſtant Principles 
upon which it was ſet up, and upon which alone 


I. England is Proteſtant and Reformed, and made an early 
"" Stand againſt Antichriſtian Power. And as by one 
"2 glorious Effort it was ſettled, as we now find it in its 
© preſent Conſtitution, ſo it would have made farther 
Advances till towards the pure State of the firſt 
"2X Apoſtolick Churches (according to the Deſire and 
Recommendation of the firſt Reformers;) but it 
N has ever ſince been oppos'd, by the unreaſonable 
i Bigotry and Stiffneſs of ſuch Perſons as have been 


XZ Popiſhly-affeted, whenever it has been willing to 


F Amendment. ; | | 
: That High-Charch, Sir, as ſuch, is not Proteſtant, 


their uniform Practice to treat the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters; which has been, and ſtill is, in a Manner, 
cConformable to this Maxim, that Preſbyterians ae 


1 worſe than Papiſts. Hligb-Fhers and Papiſts have 
1 gone, at every Turn, Hand in Hand, and have 


been cloſely united in the ſame common Methods of 
endeavouring the Extirpation of our Religion and 
FF Liberties, And they have in nothing been more 
heartily united, than in that Hatred and Enmity 
which they have been levelling againſt the Diſſenters, 
and which they have manifeſted by all Manner of 
Calumny and Reproach, They have try'd, by every 
Art, tomake them odious and contemptible in vulgar 
Reckoning, and incapable of ſerving their Country. 
And if I, Sir, was of their Council, and capable af 


it can be maintained: Whereas the true Church of 


make any Conceſſions for Peace, or any farther 


will farther appear from the Rancour of the Party, 
and that intemperate Heat, wherewith it has been 


approving ſo bold an Tndertaking as that is, of re- 
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ducing theſe Nations to Popery and Slavery, I wou'd 
recommend this as good Policy, that the ſeveral | 
Bodies of Diſſenters : among us, ſhould be diſabled | 
from acting; and, if poſſible, removed out of the 
Way. If this could not be all at once effected, I 
ſhould think the Proteſtant Intereſt might be conſi- 2 
derably weakened, by dividing its ſeveral Branches 
amongſt themſelves ; and ſetting them at too great 
a Diſtance eaſily to unite again againſt their common 
Enemy. 3 
But the Proteſtant Church of England have been 3 
too ſenſible of the Importance of the Friendſhip WM 
and Aſſiſtance of the Diſſenting Proteſtants, in de- 
livering them more than once from Deſtruction by i 
the Papiſts, to take this Eſtimate, or purſue Mea- 
ſures according to it. When the Controverſy lay 
between King James II. and the Church of England, 
and the Hearts of the People were turned againſt 
the Court, The Diſſenters ſhow'd an unuſual 
* Readineſs to join the Church againſt the com- 
e mon Enemy.*** And the Senſe which the Church 
had of it, you ſhall ſee, Sir, immediately, if you 
will indulge me in the Liberty of a few ſhort Quo- **# 
_ tations, | = 
I ſhall begin with laying before you the 11th Ar- 
ticle of Archbiſhop Sancroft's circular Letter to all 
the Biſhops within his Metropolitan Juriſdiction, 
dated July 16th, 1688. Where, after many wiſe 
and pious Inſtructions, which he deſired might be 
recommended to his Clergy, he concludes with cl 
theſe Words: * That they, (viz. the Clergy) alſo 
„walk in Wiſdom towards thoſe that are not of | 
of our Communion : And if there be in their 
„ Pariſhes any ſuch, that they neglect not fre- 
** quently to confer with them in the Spirit of Meck- 
© nels, ſeeking, by all good Ways and Means, to 


F Eac hard. | | 
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1 

gain and win them over to our Communion z 
more eſpecially, that they have a tender Regard 
to our Brethren the Proteſtant Diſſenters ; that 
upon Occaſion offered they viſit them at their 
Houſes, and receive them kindly at their own, 
and treat them fairly wherever they meet them, 
diſcourſing calmly and civilly with them; per- 
{wading them (if it may be) to a full Compli- 
* ance with our Church; or, at leaſt, that whereto 
we have already attained, we may all walk by 
the ſame Rule, and mind the fame Thing: And 
in Order hereunto, that they take all Opportu- 
nities of aſſuring and convincing them, that the 
Biſhops of this Church are really and ſincerely 
1rreconcileable Enemies to the Errors, Superſti- 
tions, Idolatries and Tyrannies of the Church of 
Rome : And that the very unkind Jealouſies 
which ſome have had of us to the contrary, 
were altogether groundleſs. And, in the laſt 
Place, that they warmly and affectionately exhort 
them to join with us, in daily, fervent Prayer 
to the God of Peace, for an univerſal, bleſſed 
Union of all reformed Churches, both at Home 
and Abroad, againſt our common Enemies; and 
that all they who do confeſs the Name of our 
dear Lord, and do agree in the Truth of his 
holy Word, may alſo meet in one holy Com- 
+ munion, and live in perfect Unity and godly 
„„ | 

The ſeven Biſhops, in their famous Petition to be 
excus'd reading and diſtributing King James's De- 
claration for Liberty of Conſcience, founded on a 
diſpenſing Power, declared, That it was not from 
* any Want of due Tenderneſs to Diſſenters, in 
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< Relation to whom they were willing to come to 
„ ſuch a Temper as ſhould be thought fit.” And 
Aſſurances were afterwards given that they would 
1 better than their Word. The Biſhops, ſaid a 
Reverend Divine, on the ſame Occaſion, have 
1 6 under their Hands declared their Diſpoſitions to 
3 come to a Temper in Matters of Conformity, and 
11 there ſeems to be no Doubt of their Sincerity. 
If ever God brings us into a ſettled State out of 
„the Storms, into which our Paſſions and Folly, 
« as well as the Treachery of others, has led us, it 
cannot be imagined that the Biſhops will go off 
« from thoſe moderate Reſolutions, which they 
have now declared: And, they continuing firm, 
« the weak and indiſcreet Paſſions of any of the 1n- 
e ferior Clergy, muſt needs vaniſh. ——And I will 
„ boldly ſay, that if the Church of England, after 
e ſhe has got out of this Storm, will return to hearken 
ce to the Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſour Men, ſhe will be 
&* abandoned both of God and Man, and ſet Hea- 
<« ven and Earth againſt her. The Nation ſees too 
« clearly, how dearly the Diſpute about Conformity 
& has coſt us, to ſtand upon ſuch Punctilio's; and 
« thoſe in whom our Deliverance is wrapp'd up, 
judge too right, that ever they will be Prieſt-rid- 
den in this Point. ——And if any Argument 
« was wanting to conclude the Certainty of this 
„Point, the wiſe and generous Behaviour of the 
ce main Body of the Diſſenters in this preſent 
6 Juncture, has given them ſo juſt a Title to our 
« Friendſhip, that we muſt reſolve to ſet all the. 
| «© World againſt us, if we can ever forget it; and 
« if we do not make them all the Returns of Eaſe 

| &« and Favour, when it is in our Power to do it.“ 

1 Conformably, Sir, to theſe Profeſſions of Tem- 
| | per and Moderation, a Motion was made by ſome 
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of the Biſhops for a Bill of Toleration, and another' 
of Comprehenſion in the Houſe of Lords : For the 
latter of which, by Royal Mandate, an eccleſiaſti- 
cal Commiſſion was appointed, 1% prepare ſuch Al- 
terations of the Liturgy and Canons, and ſuch Propo- 
ſals for the Reformation of the Ecclęſiaſtical Courts, 
as might be conducive to the Accommodation of all Dif- 
ferences among good Subjects. And the Committee 
of Biſhops and Divines (after calmly conſidering 
and debating ſuch Things as appeared liable to any 
juſt Exception) agreed upon ſuch Conceſſions and 
Amendments, as, if the Jacobite Party had not 
taken this Occaſion to inflame Mens Minds againſt 
the Government, (by which Means thoſe Debates 
were broke up) wou'd, in the Opinion even of a 
Diſſenting Hiſtorian , in all Probability, have brought 
in three Parts in four of the Diſſenters. | 
However, in the Paſſage of the Bill of Toleration 
(or in the Act intitled, An A# for exempting their | 
Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, diſſenting from the L 
Church of England, from the Penalties of certain | 
Laws) they had been left at Liberty to worſhip f 
God in their own Way. And inſtead of being 
treated with thoſe Severities that had been former- 
ly inflicted upon them for ſo doing, ſeveral Privi- 
leges were given them ; and a Penalty was provid- | 
ed againſt any ſuch Malignity of Zeal, as ſhould 
appear to the Diſturbance of their Congregations. _ 
3 This Liberty, and Protection of Proteſtants in the 
free Uſe of their Religion and worſhip, is fo plain- 
"= 1y a Dictate of Nature, and ſo undoubtedly the Right 
of Men and. Chriſtians, that it might have been 
preſumed to have been as agreeable to the Church 
of England as the Legiſlature ; if it had not been 
expreſly approved by all her moderate Clergy, ever 
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ſince her Biſhops moved the Houſe of Lord 8 
for it. 

But tho* ſuch is the Validity of this Law; to- 
it has been confirmed by Parliament, and promiſed 

to be preſerved inviolable by repeated Speeches from 
the Throne; yet the Cry of High. Church is Dorn 
wotih the Preſtyterians. This is flying in the Face 
of all the Authority wherewith it was enacted, and 
has been maintained ; which, I had almoſt lid, 18 
as great as that which is the Baſis of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment itſelf. And it is, if it has any Meaning, de- 
claring for that Perſecution, and for the Revival of 
thoſe Penalties, from which dillenting Proteſtants 
are legally exempted. 

It was the Reſolution, Sir, of the Legiſlature, as 
appears by the Preamble to this Act, That ſome 
Eaſe to ſcrupulous Conſciences, in the Exerciſe of Re- 
ligion, might be an effetiual Means to unite Proteſtant 
Subjects in Intereſt and Affection: Or, that the Con- 
ſequence would probably be an Agreement in alt 
Things neceſſary z; and whatever Differences might 
remain, as to Matters comparatively of ſmall Impor- 
tance, they would be more inclinable to the Exer- 
ciſe of mutual Forbearance, 'and concur more rea- 
= in ſuch Meaſures, as ſhould tend to the Secu- 

and Advancement of the common Intereſts of En- 
be Ae and Proteſtants. 
The Event, Sir, has anſwered this Expectation. 
The Minds of honeſt Men have been viſibly leſs a- 
lienated, and, in Proportion, as the Moderation of 
Churchmen has been manifeſted, the Bigotry of the 
Diſſenters has been wearing out. So that while both 
have agreed in the ſame Rule of Faith and Prac- 
tice, and the ſame Principles. of Proteftantiſm and 
Civil Government, the Pretender and Popery, and 
their High- Allies, have found a Force ariling from 
this Union, wherewith their infamous Schemes have 
been more than once difconcerted. | 
1 There 
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There is a memorable Paſſage in his late Ma- 
jeſty's Declaration in Council, (dated Sept. 22, 1714.) 
which illuſtrates the extenſive Uſefulneſs and Benefit 
of Union among Britih Proteſtants, upon the Foot 
of this Liberty and Indulgence, < I take (ſays 


& that amiabie and illuſtrious Prince) this Occafion 
« to expreſs to you my firm Purpoſe to do all that 


« js in my Power, for ſupporting and maintaining 
« the Churches of England and Scotland, as they 
« are ſeverally by Law eſtabliſhed ; which I am of 


Opinion may be effectually done, without the 


« aſt impairing the Toleration allowed by Law to 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſo agreeable to Chriſtian 
Charity, and fo neceſſary to the Trade and Riches 
& of this Kingdom.” But Tories and Jacobites 
regard none of theſe Conſiderations, either of 
Religion or good Policy; but are ſtill conſiſtent 
with themſelves, and at Enmity with the public 
Intereſt and Peace. And this out of Zeal for a 
Church; whoſe Intereſt can only be fupported by 


the old Popiſh Stratagem, of ſetting one Branch of 


Proteſtants againſt another; and whoſe Doctrines 
are too abſurd to be propagated any other Way, 
than by the Methods of Perſecution and Blood. 
I would charitably believe, that many of our 
High-Churchmen do not know what Spirit they are 
3 of; but (thro' an unhappy Biaſs of Education and 
Prejudice, improv'd by the Arts of ill-deſigning 
Mien, for whom they have been taught a Venera- 
tion) have imbib'd Maxims, which they have either 
not had Capacities or Opportunities of conſidering. 
But if thoſe whoſe eſpecial Duty it is, would ſet 


themſelves heartily about it, it would be eaſy to 


convince ſome Men, that don't ſuſpect themſelves 
to be under any Thing of a Popiſb Influence, that 


theirs is the very Spirit of Popery. Is not their 


Zeal for the Church expreſs'd more againſt Proteſ- 


tants than Papiſts? Don't they think more . 
ble 


( 26 ) 
ble of the groſs Defections of the Church of Rome, 
than of thoſe who, holding the ſame Rule of the 
Scriptures, happen to differ from them in their.Sen- 
timents of ſome particular Doctrines and Circum- 
ſtances of Worſhip? And is it not very evident, 
that they ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe who would 
extirpate our Religion and Liberties againſt a Pro- 


teſtant Prince; a Prince, whoſe Inclination and 


whoſe Glory it is to protect all his good Subjects in 
their civil and religious Rights; and to leave the 
Government and Juriſdiction of Conſcience, not to 
any Power upon Earth, but to its ſupreme Lord, 
who has reſerved the Power over it to himſelf. 

As Religion, Sir, is the principal Concern of 


Men, fo it is a Thing which is purely perſonal. 


His own proper Soul is a precious Depoſitum, 


which every Man is to look after for himſelf, and 


for which he muſt be accountable. Every Man aut 


therefore be allowed to judge for himfelf, in all 


Matters of Conſcience, which affect not the Secu- 
rity and Welfare of civil Societies: Nor is it in any 


Man's Power to transfer the Care of his Soul, or 


—_— it to others to preſcribe what he ſhall believe 


r practiſe; unleſs he could ſubſtitute thoſe wbo 


und Rake to judge for him, to be alſo judged for 


kim at the righteous Tribunal of God, God and 


Nature, by making Men intelligent and account- 


able Beings, have inveſted all Men with an um 


ahenable Right of chooſing their own Religion, and 


worſhipping God according to their ſeveral Perſua- 
frons. And in the Uſe of this they ought not to be 
Interrupted, ſo long as this, their Birth-right, is not 
forfeited by any wilful Violation of the Public 


Peace. But while they contribute, by a peaceable 


and uſeful Behaviour, in their ſeveral Capacities and 
Characters, to the Welfare of the civil Community, 


%* 
. 


they have an equitable Claim (as good Subjects) to 
the Protection of juſt Law and Government. Nor 
can 
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can they, without high Injuſtice, be laid under Diſ- 


couragements or Penalties, becauſe. they can't, in 
Confcience, comply with ſuch particular Ceremonies 
and external Rites that others may think fit to 
make Uſe of, As to the Proteſtant Diſſenters among, 
us, they are generally well- affected to his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, and more united in the 
general Intereſt of our National Eſtabliſhment, tho? 
they diſlike ſome of the Terms it impoſes upon its 
own Members, than Multitudes who comply at 
Random. A Man of no Conſcience, Sir, will be 
always ready to take up any Notions of Church- 
Government, of which he may ſerve his Intereſt, 


and comply more eaſily than a Man of Integrity and 
Reflection with any preſcribed Formularies or exter- 
nal Rites, But there is no neceſſary Connection be- 
teen his doing this and embracing the ſubſtantial 
and wei 


. * 


tier Matters of the Goſpel. Nor can it 


be inferr'd from hence, that he has either Love to 
Cod, Loyalty to his King, or Affection to his 
Country. Experience and Hiſtory abundantly teſti- 
& iy, that a blind, implicit Veneration for Things of 
merely human Inſtitution, is too frequently attend- 
Jed with a notorious Diſregard to ſuch as are com- 
manded by divine Authority. And there are as 
many Inſtances of Men pious and peaceable, loyal 
and friendly, good Chriſtians and good Members of 
Society, that never yet cou'd be convinced of the 
Neceſſity or Lawfulneſs of parting with the juſt 
Fl Liberty. of differing from fallible Expoſitions of 
| Scripture and Ceremonies of mere human Appoint- 
, rag; „ 


Surely theſe are not Things of equal Importance 


vith the ſacred, immutable Truths, and the indiſ- 


penſible Duties of the Goſpel. And yet they are 


I 7 tings which High- Churchmen are far more in- 


flexibly tenacious of and zealous for: As if the 


1 Streſs of Religion was to be laid on ſuch indifferent 


D 2 - Things 


Thing, as any Man may practiſe without con 
trouling his Paſſions, or diſcarding his Vices. But 
is it not then amazing to ſee ſuch Men ſetting them- 


| Modeſty as to leave their Neighbours to their own 
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ſelves up for Judges « of the Fajth and Conſciences 
of others, without any Tenderneſs for their Scru- | 
ples? It "muſt be allow'd that they have ſo much i 


Management in the common Actions of Life, as 
they think beſt for their own Intereſt. But their 
Preſumption and Inſolence, if it muſt be expreſs'd, 
would have a much better Face, were they rudely Þ 
to interpoſe, as Buſy- Bodies in other Mens Matters, 
any where elſe than in thei: Religion: Becauſe, be. 
ſides its being the grand Concern of all, it is in the 
Nature of it a voluntary and reaſonable Thing. | 
this is the Nature of Religion, it is unreaſonable 4 
and abſurd for High- Churchmen to murmur at t 
Indulgence allow'd to Proleſtants of every different 
Perſwaſion. Nor will it be ſufficient to plead in De. 


fence of thaſe Severities, which they diſcover ſo 4 


ſtrong an Inclination towards the Revival of, tha | 
what they are ſo zcalous for is the eſtabliſh'd Rel. 
gion of their Country. The Mabometan and Chri- 
tian Religion, if this Plea was to be admitted, 
wou'd ſtand upon the fame Foundation: And, 
this Method of Reaſoning, both the Reformation 
and Chriſtianity wou'd be condemned as unreaſor- | 
able and unwarrantable ; becauſe carried on in Op | 
pron to the Powers in Being, as well as the R. 

ons which prevailed in thoſe Nations and King 
dens in which they have been introduced. I mi 
add, this would juſtify treating any honeſt Mu, 
with Indignity and .Cruelty, that wou'd not be 
Papiſt in France, a Proteſtant in England, a Lov 3 
Churchman in London, and at Edinpergh a down | 
right Preſbyterian. - 1 

] have no Occaſion, Sir, to ſay any more of 6 4 


excellent Spirit which the Church of England ſhew's,| 
_ | 
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in her Diſtreſs, towards her Proteſtant Brethren : 


Much leſs need I go fo far back as to remind you, 
what an affectionate Regard the Fathers of our Re- 


formation had for all the Proteſtant Churches a- 


broad, who agreed with them in the ſame Proteſtant 


Principles; and what a Chriſtian Intercourſe and 
Friendſhip they thought it their Intereſt, as well as 
Duty, to cultivate with them. For as the maleva- 
lent Spirit of High-Churchmen ſtands rebuked by the 
Laws of God and their Country, ſo the Honour of 

that Church which they ſo groſly miſrepreſent, ſtands 


 windicated by the Candour and Moderation, as well 


as Piety of many of her preſent Clergy, of the 
higheſt Characters and Stations in our National 
Eſtabliſhment, For this an honourable Teſtimon 

has been given them, under the Hand of one of. 


the moſt eminent Men our Engliſb Diſſenters now 


have to boaſt of“. I am glad, Sir, to find ſuch a a 
Teſtimony ſtanding at the Entrance of a calm and 
impartial Review of a Matter, which has afreſh been 


drawn into Controverſy between Churchmen and 


Diſſenters TP: And I take the more Pleaſure in pro- 
ducing it; becauſe, at the ſame Time that he is 
doing Juſtice to theirs, he manifeſts the Excellency 
of that Spirit in himſelf, which I wou'd wiſh to ſee 
cultivated amongſt Proteſtants of all Denomina- 


tions; 


& I had long ſince, ſays he, determined in my 


on Mind, to engage no farther in any public 
_ + Debates, concerning Party Affairs, and the leſſer 


Differences ſubſiſting between the Eſtabiiſbed 


& Church, and Proteſtant Diſſenters from it. Years 


and Experience have, I thank God, much ſoften- 
* ed my own Mind, as to theſe Things; and I 
have long taken a ſincere Pleaſure in thinking 


* The Rev. Mr. Samuel Chandler. 
F Caſe of Subſcription, Sc. p. 1, 2. 
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& well £ and being kindly affefFioned to all, with- 
« out Exception, who love the Truth in Chriſt, and 
« ſeek after be Things that make for Peace, The 
known Learning, Candour, Moderation and Piety 
« of many of the Clergy of the National Church, 
and particularly of #hoſe Reverend Prelates, who 
<« now ſo worthily fill her Sees, and who have ſeve- 
<« ral of them treated me with great Humanity and 
e Reſpect, gave me the moſt "agreeable Proſpect, 
* that Peace and Harmony were growing Bleflings 
e amongſt us; and that if we cannot all agree 
% in more 4: cult Speculations, or in the external 
% Forms of Worſhip, yet that till God, in his good 
«© Providence, ſhould bring about this alſo; we 
& ſhould all grow more united in Love, and put 
on that amiable Charity which is the Bond of 
« Perfefineſs. This is that Spirit I have been 
© long endeavouring to cultivate amongſt all who 
attend my Miniftry, as you and many others 
ee will bear me Witneſs, And I have done it the 
<« rather, becauſe I have not been without my 
< Fears, that all that is valuable, both in the 
« Church and amongſt the Diſenters, | is in Danger, 
6 7 that Infidelity which is ſpreading amongſt all 
% Ranks and Degrees; the numerous Converts to 
oh oY ry that are made throughout the Nation ; 
ce and, what makes Way for both theſe, the Luxu- 
« wr Debauchery, and Impiety of the preſent Ge- 
& neration. Theſe Conſiderations appeared to me 
4c to be of Weight enough to have kept all good 
& Men from raiſing Controverfi ies about any leſſer 
Matters, and to have united Churchmen and Diſ- 
ce ſenters in the moſt ſerious Endeavour to maintain 
* our common Principles, and to recover, as far as 
« we can, the ſinking Authority of Chriſtian Piety 
& and Virtue. In ſuch Circumſtances of common 
$6 Danger, I would not wiſh to ſee a Proteſtant Di- 
s vine ſtirring up the almoſt dead Coals of Conten- 
15 tion 


* 


a 


* 


RT 
« tion, about Gowns and Cloaks, Bows, Croſſes, 
« Godfathers, and the like, much leſs ſtriving for 
« them as pro aris & focis, and ſcarce allowing the 
Character of Chriſtians, to any who are not as 
% zealous-for them as himſelf, I apprehend there 
are Things of more Importance, that deſerve the 
moſt ſerious Attention of all Clergymen, about 
which they might employ their Zeal more to 
their own Comfort, and the Edification of the 
Church of God.“ 1 
Would to God, Sir, not many only, but that 
all who have the Church in their Mouths, would 
direct their Zeal this Way, and pay a juſt Atten- 
tion to theſe weightier and more orofalble Things! 
That Churchmen and Diſſenters would more gene- 
rally ponder theſe uniting Conſiderations, and join 
their heartieſt Endeavours for the Preſervation of all 
that is valuable to both! That as Fellow. Chriſtiaus 
and Fellow. Proteſtants, they would live and love like 
Brethren.” And inflead of Hatred and Variance, 
Scurrility, Reproach, and ill Uſage, they would 
emulate each other in that Meekneſs and Gentle- 
neſs, and Benevolence of Temper, Speech, and Be- 
haviour, by which they would mutually deſerve and 
return the moſt generous Acknowledgments, re- 


& 
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flect an Honour upon our common Chriſtianity and 


Proteſtantiſm, and more effectually bring into Diſ- 
grace whatever is inconſiſtent with them, | 
| That the Spirit of High-Church is ſuch, I think, 
I have ſufficiently ſhewn, from the Principles and - 
the Practices peculiar to that Party. Principles and 
Practices ſubverſive of the Conſtitution, as well as 
the Church of England ; condemned by the Laws of 
the one, and the Doctrines of the other; at Enmity 
with the Religion and the Peace of our Country 
and in Confederacy with thoſe, who wiſh to involve 
us in univerſal Ruin. The Diſtinction between this 
 High-flying Party, and the true Proteſtant — 
1 
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of Eugland, is too evident to require any farther 
Elucidation. Tories and Jacobites ſeparate them- 
ſelves but too plainly from the National Eſtabliſh- 
ment: And while they won't allow thoſe to be 
Church- Men, who, we know, have the beſt Title to 
that Character, they cannot take it amiſs, that theit 
own Title is diſputed z but they ought to think that 
they are favourably dealt with, when a Denomina- 
tion is given them, which, in their own Senſe of 
Things, is ſo much better than that of Preſbyterians, 
with which they affect to ſtigmatize ſuch as are wiſer 
and better Men and Church-Men than themſelves. 

It appears to me, Sir, upon this View of Things, 
to be a neceſſary Piece of Self-Defence, and the 
only Method which the Eſtabliſhment has to purge 
itſelf from the Scandal of ſuch as reputedly conform 
to the Rules of it, to inſiſt upon this, viz. That the 
High- Church Facobites and Teries, who claim, in 
Bar of all others, to be true Church- Men, very 
falſcly repreſent the Church of England. And that 
though they call her Mother, they are entirely deſ- 
titute of all that filial Reſemblance, by which her 
genuine Sons are diſtinguiſhed, Inſtead of that 
Beauty of Complexion and Temper which is ſo con- 
ſpicuous in her legitimate Offspring, that Piety to- 
wards God, that Loyalty to their King,. that Re- 
gard to the true Intereſt of their Country, that 
Peaceableneſs with their Brethren, and all the Bran- 
ches of their Mother's Family : — Inſtead, I ſay, 
of theſe, they bear very ſtrong Features of another 
Woman of a very infamous Character. 

You, Sir, I know, are too deeply afflited with 
the Remembrance of your Inattention to the Drift of 
the Tories, and the Tendency of their Schemes, 
and your having fo long ſuffered | yourſelf to be im- 
pos'd upon by their ſpecious Pretences, to need any 
Thing to be added to the Severity of your own 
Reflection. And 1 make no Reſon but ok 

thin 
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| think it your Duty to difcountenance and diſap- 


prove ſuch a Spirit in others, as you have, on Re- 
flection, ſo juſtly blamed in yourſelf. Nor can I 


doubt having the full Concurrence of yours with me 


in theſe, which are the ardent Wiſhes of my 


Heart: That the Governors of our Church, the 


Heads of our Univerſities, and all that have any 
Influence amongſt the Laity, as well as Clergy, 


would ſet themſelves, by every Chriſtian Method, 


to oppoſe the farther Growth of this Root of Bitter- 
neſs. That by Example, Inſtruction, Admonition, 
and Reproof, as they find Occaſion, they wou'd be 
careful to cultivate, not only in themſelves, but in 
the Minds. of all about them, that Humility and 
Gentleneſs, that Benevolence and Charity, and that 


4 quiet and peaceable Diſpoſition, in which the diſ- 


tinguiſhing Ornaments of a Chriſtian and a Proteſ- 


W tant Community conſiſt. That they wou'd con- 
vince the ignorant Multitudes, that what Advanta- 


ges ſoever any may think they have in Communion 


W with any particular Church, a bad Man can be ſaved 


in none. That they wou'd therefore recommend, 
with all Earneſtneſs, that excellent Conſtitution of 


== Heart and Courſe of. Life, which Chriſtianity re- 
= quires, and that which is principal in Religion, a- 
= bove any of the Appendages of it. That they would 
chide down every turbulent Paſſion, and ſeditious 
Tumult. And that they wou'd ſhew thoſe that 
= have not yet known it, 4 more excellent Way of ſav- 

ing the Church and the Nation, than by ſetting a 
Popiſh Pretender at their Head; a more excel- 


lent Way of defending their Religion, than by bid- 
ding Defiance to the Laws of God and Man. —— 
And a more excellent Way of engaging Diſſenters 
to Conformity, than by that Scurrility and Abuſe, 


Which is the directeſt Way they can poſlibly take; 


to confirm their Prejudices, and alfright them 


from it, | | 
E | The 
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ſiſtance, and unite their Prayers for its Succeſs. 


634) 
The Attempt, indeed, will be attended with ſome 
Difficulties; but with none which they ought to 
think ſufficient to be pleaded againſt the ſacred En- 
gagements of Duty, and all the Ties of Intereſt. 
They will be accompanied in it with the Appro- 


| bation of Heaven. They may depend upon the 


Favour of a good Government. Their Conſcien- 


ces will witneſs, that the Cauſe in which they en- 


gage is good. And whatever frightful Sounds may 
be expected to be play'd off by bad Men againſt 
them, all the w/e and good will lend them their Aſ- 
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